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August 21, 2020 

 Dear Parents and Guardians, 

I have a few new developments that I would like to discuss with you. We have 130 remote learning 
requests at various grade levels but mostly in the middle school. We are in the process of revisiting 
the remote learning platform and in-person instruction to make them more consistent. I have worked 
the last few days with a dedicated group of staff members trying to adjust the platform. Since I only 
have a few teachers working this summer on the remote and in person platform and the entire staff 
does not comes back to September 1st.  The entire staff needs to be trained and review the platforms 
that we developed this summer.  I don't believe 2 days is enough to do that in September. With that 
said, I recommended that September 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th be staff development days so we can train 
and have the staff fully versed in remote learning and in-person instruction. Therefore, the first 
student day will be September 8th. The end of the school year will not change because I've taken 
back previously scheduled staff development days on October 13th and March 15th which will now be 
school days. The new calendar is attached. These changes will give ATSD a better start to the school 
year.  All of our staff, not just a select few, will be trained and familiar with our platform that your 
children will be exposed to this year. 

ATSD has decided to follow the Hunterdon Medical Center and Department of Health guidance on 
mask wearing which means that we will not allow bandannas, gators and/or masks that 
have exhalation valves.  This is their recommendation: 

“Recently there have been several masks/face coverings that have been identified as being not 
effective at preventing the spread of COVID-19.  At this time, Hunterdon Healthcare will not be 
allowing visitors, patients, or staff to wear neck gaiters, bandanas, or masks with exhalation valves, 
including N95s or KN95s, while within any of our facilities.  If a patient, visitor, or staff arrives at one of 
our facilities wearing any of these restricted masks/face coverings, they will be asked to remove the 
restricted mask/covering and Hunterdon Healthcare will supply a procedural mask for the person to 
wear while in the facility.” 

There are many cloth masks that are relatively inexpensive that you can purchase for your child in 
various supply stores. My suggestion would be to purchase a few masks that can be washed in hot 
water daily so children return the next day with a clean mask. If something happens to a student's 
mask during the day we will have a supply of disposable masks available. 



I have attached the Revised Department of Health guidelines that were issued on August 13th.  
Please review them as it relates to what would exclude a student from attending school. Please 
remember if you’re sending your children to school, they must wear a mask in the building.  If you 

send your child to school without a mask or they refuse to wear a mask in school, they will be sent 
home to become part of the remote learning platform. 

Please do not use your children as a political statement.  ATSD has a responsibility to follow 
Governor Murphy's executive orders whether we like them or not and mask wearing is a requirement. 
All of the procedures that are in place either follow the Department of Education guidelines or the 
Governor’s executive orders. None of our procedures are based on opinions or feelings. We are 
striving to do the best we can under extremely challenging times for all of us. We need your 
cooperation to continue working with us to provide the best and safest education we can whether 
remote or in person. 

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation and as always stay safe and be well. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald E. Bolandi 
Interim Superintendent 
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